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London’s newest theatre, @sohoplace, is the first new build
West End theatre in 50 years. It is the culmination of a 12-year
project for producer and theatre owner, Nica Burns and will be
operated by NiMax Theatres.

The intent of this theatre was to build a performing arts venue
with a flexible auditorium, perfect acoustics, and enviable
audience/stage intimacy all over one of London’s biggest
transport hubs, Tottenham Court Road.
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Architect, Simon Allford, and engineers, Arup, combined
with specialist contractors, Laing O’Rourke, were tasked to
create the space. Theatre specialists Howarth Tompkins
and CharcoalBlue worked closely with Kirwin & Simpson to
create the specially made 602-seat auditorium. The result is
a building whose heart is purpose built, curved, air-
conditioned, and surprisingly intimate auditorium where no
seat will be further than six rows from the stage.

The venue can be configured into 9 different formats,
including In-The-round, Thrust, Steep and Shallow formats
over three levels. All 602-seats are fully removable, and all
contain the patented ProBax® Advanced Comfort Foams.
The seat style is a variation of Kirwin & Simpson’s widely
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The chair backs were capped in blue leather with matching leather arms and complimentary
blue velvet fabric for a luxurious and comfortable feel. In back rows, high-chair position
variations were designed with tip-up footrests to aid the audience, and two chair widths were
incorporated to maximise occupancy and maintain row lengths. Bespoke benches were
added to intimate corner sections in the upper levels. Customised trollies were designed and
built to make chair removal and storage during configuration changes quick and efficient.

‘Kirwin and Simpson are a 4" generation
family company with immense expertise in
entertainment seating. They give an
exceptional bespoke service with huge
attention to detail and work closely with each
individual client. Their ongoing maintenance
- which is vital - is outstanding. This personal
service cannot be beaten.” Nica Burns OBE,
Founder and Producer, @sohoplace
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